Luxury and abuses of every shape were then, as they have always been, the proper objects of satire and reprehension ; and these were furnished, as was to be expected, in a direct proportion to the extent into which the former had been mdulged, or the length to which the latter had proceeded. Amongst these, none Were handled so caustically, or in so complete a manner, as the abuses in medicine ; and at no part, it is believed, in the literature of any time, are we so much indebted for insight into medical doctrines and medical practice to the dramatists and satirists, as at that of which we are now speaking ; and if it be true what has been said of the great Marlborough, and of the still greater Chatham, that their knowledge of English history was mainly derived from the perusal of Shakspear, it might with perfect safety be averred, that by the careful and rigid study of the works of such men as Jonson, Beaumont, Fletcher, Massenger, and Burton, a mass of medical facts and medical opinions might be obtained, infinitely superior to those contained in the works of the physicians of the times in which they lived, and which, even at this day, might put to shame the passes ?f the mesmerists, or the infinitesimals of Hahnemann. Indeed, it is to these, and not to the professed writers on medicine, that we must look for our information regarding, not merely the customs and peculiarities of medical men?a subject perhaps treated in a superior manner subsequently by Moliere?but, in reality, respecting the routine of that and of the preceding century, and more especially the opinions of the ancient physicians ; for while Helmont, Bor- 
